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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should 
the changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an 
amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure 
consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a 
telephone interview with Mr. Patrick Keane on March 10, 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In the Claims 

A complete listing of the claims follows and supersedes all 
previous versions. 
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1. (Currently Amended) A system for computer component 

exchange in a network for executing buy orders for purchasing 
computer components, wherein the network is electrically 
connectable to a plurality of owner-processors, the owner- 
processors having proprietors, at least one proprietor having an 
ownership interest in the computer component exchange, at least 
a first owner-processor adaptable to transmit electronic buy 
orders through the network for purchasing computer components, 
at least a second owner-processor adaptable to receive buy 
orders from the network, comprising 

an exchange server complex electrically connected to the 
network; and 

an accounting database for storing a plurality of 
investment instruments comprising shares of ownership interests 
in the exchange server complex, at least one of the shares 
associated with the first or the second owner-processor thereby 
representing the ownership interest in the exchange server 
complex for the proprietor of the respective owner-processor; 
and for storing accounting data representing allocation of net 
profits among the owner-processors that are associated with the 
shares, the net profits being extracted from fees charged for 
transactions in the exchange server complex; 
wherein the exchange server complex comprises: 

a) a means for receiving one or more buy orders for 
computer components from the first owner-processor; 

b) a means for matching the one or more buy orders with the 
second owner-processor; 

c) a means for calculating a fee for matching the buy order 
with the second owner-processor; 
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d) a means for charging the calculated fee to at least the 
first or second owner-processor, or to both the first and 
second processors; 

e) a means for calculating a net profit resulting from 
charging the calculated fee; 

f) a means for apportioning the net profit based on the 
number of shares associated with each owner-processor; and 

g) a means for updating the accounting database based on 
the apportioning of the net profit. 

2. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the 
investment instruments comprise incentives for proprietors of 
the owner-processors to place or receive buy orders with the 
exchange server complex. 

3. (Original) The system of claim 2, wherein computer 
program includes a means for associating at least one additional 
share to each owner-processor if the respective owner-processor 
or the proprietor of the respective owner-processor refers a 
threshold number of other owner-processors to transmit buy 
orders to the exchange server complex. 

4. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the computer 
program further comprises a means for withdrawing payment for 
the second owner-processor from an electronic escrow account 
associated with the first owner-processor after the proprietor 
of the first owner-processor receives the computer components 
that the buy order was for. 

5. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the means for 
charging the calculated fee comprises a means for electronically 
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debiting a bank account associated with the first owner- 
processor . 

6. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the means for 
charging the calculated fee comprises a means for electronically 
debiting a bank account associated with the second owner- 
processor. 

7. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the means for 
charging the calculated fee comprises a means for electronically 
debiting a first bank account associated with the first owner- 
processor and a second bank account associated with the second 
owner-processor . 

8. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the means for 
apportioning comprises a means for electronically crediting a 
bank account associated with each of the plurality of owner- 
processors that are associated with shares based on the number 
of shares associated with each respective owner-processor. 

9. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the means for 
matching comprises a matching software module that is executable 
on the exchange server complex for matching a set of 
requirements in the buy order with the second owner-processor if 
the second owner-processor indicates that a proprietor of the 
second owner-processor is able to supply computer components 
that meet the set of requirements. 

10. (Original) The system of claim 9, wherein the set of 
requirements are in an electronic commerce standard format. 



11. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 10, wherein the 
electronic commerce standard format comprises a bill of 



Application/Control Number: 09/557,040 
Art Unit: 3 625 



Page 6 



materials format ao dcocribcd by wherein the format is 
ROSETTANET. 

12. (Original) The system of claim 11, comprising a means 
for referring either of the first or second owner-processors to 
a value added service. 

13. (Original) The system of claim 12, wherein the computer 
program is for charging a referral fee to the value added 
service when either of the first or second owner-processors are 
referred to the value added service. 

14. (Original) The system of claim 13, wherein the means 
for apportioning is further for apportioning the fee received 
from the value added service as part of the net profit among the 
owner-processors based on the number of shares associated with 
each owner-processor. 

15. (Original) The system of claim 14, wherein the value 
added service comprises a computer component shipping agent for 
providing transportation of the computer components that are for 
the buy order, the computer components being shipped from a 
proprietor of the second owner-processor to the proprietor of 
the first owner-processor. 

16. (Original) The system of claim 1, further comprising a 
means for publishing statistics based on a plurality of buy 
orders received from a plurality of owner-processors that are 
each matched with at least one other owner-processor. 

17. (Original) The system of claim 16, wherein the means 
for publishing is an electronic ticker tape for display on an 
attached monitor of one or more of the owner-processors for 
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informing a proprietor of each respective owner-processor of 
closing prices per unit by type of computer component in the 
latest buy order in time that was matched with an owner- 
processor for each type of computer component . 

18. (Currently Amended) In an exchange server complex for 

computer component exchange in a network, a method for executing 
buy orders for purchasing computer components, wherein the 
network is electrically connectable to a plurality of owner- 
processors, the owner-processors having proprietors, at least 
one proprietor having an ownership interest in the computer 
component exchange, wherein each of the plurality of owner- 
processors are capable of being associated with one or more 
shares representing the respective proprietor's ownership in the 
exchange server complex, at least a first owner-processor 
adaptable to transmit electronic buy orders through the network 
for purchasing computer components, at. least a second owner- 
processor adaptable to receive buy orders from the network, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

receiving one or more buy orders for computer components 
from the first owner-processor; 

matching the one or more buy orders with a second owner- 
processor using a computer ; 

calculating a fee , using a computer, for matching the buy 
order with the second owner-processor; 

charging the calculated fee to at least the first or second 
owner-processor, or to both the first and second owner- 
processors; 

calculating a net profit resulting from charging the 
calculated fee; and 
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apportioning the net profit based on the number of shares 
associated with each owner-processor. 

19. (Original) The method of claim 18 , comprising providing 
incentives for the proprietors of each of the owner-processors 
to place or receive buy orders with the exchange server complex 
by associating one or more shares with the owner-processors that 
place or receive a threshold number of buy orders. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 18, comprising 
withdrawing payment for the second owner-processor from an 
electronic escrow account associated with the first owner- 
processor after the proprietor of the first owner-processor 
receives the computer components that the buy order was for. 

21. (Original) The method of claim 18, wherein the step of 
charging the calculated fee comprises electronically debiting a 
bank account associated with the first owner-processor. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 18, wherein step of 
charging the calculated fee comprises electronically debiting a 
bank account associated with the second owner-processor. 

23. (Original) The method of claim 18, wherein the step of 
charging the calculated fee comprises electronically debiting a 
first bank account associated with the first owner-processor and 
a second bank account associated with the second owner- 
processor . 

24. (Original) The method of claim 18, wherein the step of 
matching comprises matching a set of requirements in the buy 
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order with the second owner-processor if the second owner- 
processor indicates that a proprietor of the second owner- 
processor is able to supply computer components that meet the 
set of requirements. 

25. (Original) The method of claim 24, wherein the set of 
requirements are in an electronic commerce standard format. 

26. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 25, wherein the 
electronic commerce standard format comprises a bill of 
materials format ao dcocribcd by wherein the format is 
ROSETTANET . 

27. (Original) The method of claim 18, comprising referring 
either the first, second or both the first and second owner- 
processors to a value added service. 

28. (Original) The method of claim 27, comprising charging 
a referral fee to the value added service after the step of 
referring . 

29. (Original) The method of claim 28, comprising 
apportioning the fee received from the value added service as 
part of the net profit among the owner-processors based on the 
number of shares associated with each owner-processor. 

30. (Original) The method of claim 29, wherein the value 
added service comprises a computer component shipping agent for 
providing transportation of the computer components that are for 
the buy order, the computer components being shipped from a 
proprietor of the second owner-processor to the proprietor of 
the first owner-processor. 
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31. (Original) The method of claim 18, comprising 
publishing statistics based on a plurality of buy orders 
received from a plurality of the owner-processors that are each 
matched with at least one other owner-processor, wherein the 
step of publishing comprises presenting an electronic ticker 
tape for display on an attached monitor of one or more of the 
owner-processors for informing a proprietor of each respective 
owner-processor of closing prices per unit by type of computer 
component in the latest buy order in time that was matched with 
an owner-processor for each type of computer component. 

32. (Original) The method of claim 18, wherein the step of 
apportioning comprises electronically crediting a bank account 
associated with each of the plurality of owner-processors that 
are associated with shares based on the number of shares 
associated with each respective owner-processor. 
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Reasons for Allowance 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for 
allowance : 
Regarding claim 1 

The prior art of record neither anticipates nor fairly and 
reasonably teaches a system for executing buy orders for 
purchasing computer components , comprising, inter alia f an 
exchange server complex electrically connected to the network; 
and an accounting database for storing a plurality of investment 
instruments comprising shares of ownership interests in the 
exchange server complex , at least one of the shares associated 
with the first or the second owner-processor thereby 
representing the ownership interest in the exchange server 
complex for the proprietor of the respective owner-processor; 
and for storing accounting data representing allocation of net 
profits among the owner-processors that are associated with the 
shares , the net profits being extracted from fees charged for 
transactions in the exchange server complex; 
wherein the exchange server complex comprises, inter alia: 

a) a means for receiving one or more buy orders for 
computer components from the first owner-processor; 

b) a means for matching the one or more buy orders with the 
second owner-processor; 

c) a means for calculating a fee for matching the buy order 
with the second owner-processor ; 

d) a means for charging the calculated fee to at least the 
first or second owner-processor, or to both the first and 
second processors; 
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e) a means for calculating a net profit resulting from 
charging the calculated fee ; 

f ) a means for apportioning the net profit based on the 
number of shares associated with each owner-processor ; and 

g) a means for updating the accounting database based on 
the apportioning of the net profit. 

Claim 18 is directed to a method which parallels the 
functionality of the system claim. 

Of particular interest is Hawkins et al . (U.S. Patent No. 
6,029,146). Hawkins et al . discloses a broker-to-broker 
matching electronic trading confirmation system. The Hawkins et 
al . invention relates to a system and method for electronically 
trading securities between brokers. The system and method 
manages settlements whereby the broker can specify the 
beneficiary of the traded instrument, the payment amount, the 
beneficiary of money, the account for charges, etc... (col. 14, 
line 58-col. 15, line 12). In contrast, the instant invention 
is directed to a system and method in which buy orders for 
computer components are matched with a second owner-processor. 
On a higher level, the system and method additionally involves 
the charging of a fee associated with the match. A net profit 
resulting from the charge is apportioned based on shares 
associated with each owner-processor. Accordingly, the instant 



Application/Control Number: 09/557,040 Page 13 

Art Unit: 362 5 

shares are ownership instruments in the exchange server complex 
itself and the accounting database stores accounting data 
representing allocation of net profits among the owner- 
processors that are associated with the shares. Although 
various prior art references teach exchanges which match buy 
order. These matches are for neither computer components nor 
for trading instruments representative of an ownership interest 
in the exchange server complex itself. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee and, to 
avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Jeffrey 
A. Smith whose telephone number is 703-308-3588. The examiner 
can normally be reached on M-F 6 : 30am-6 : 00pm. 

• If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Wynn Coggins can be 
reached on 703-308-1344. The fax phone number for the 



Application/Control Number: 09/557,040 



Page 14 



Art Unit: 3 625 

organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 
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